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iviy name is ah. 
I live in Baghdad 
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I love playing soccer in the ? 
dusty street with my friends. 

I love loud, parent-rattling 
music. And I love dancing. 
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But most of all, I love calligraphy — writing the letters 
of my language and making them go from right to left 
across the page. 

I love to make the ink flow — from my pen stopping 
and starting, gliding and sweeping, leaping, dancing 
to the silent music in my head. 
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Writing a long sentence is like watching a soccer player in slow motion as he 
kicks the ball across the field, as I leave a trail of dots and loops behind me. 
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Some words are easier to write than 
others. Their letters loop together and 
make beautiful shapes all by thcmselves- 
likc the word Yasmin, my little sisters 
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Other words arc difficult. Too many 
loops, too many tall "masts" that turn 
into tangled knots of ink. These words, 
like my grandfathers name, Mustala, 

I practice over and over. 




LDfojr) 6urnr&i6tr)3iSi6rr .suj-sffmjfrsffrswsij. 6 j«uull 
61i6W61friUfEJ<*6Yr, 5J«UULL_ Q/TjliJ-UJ <*UDUfEJ<*6Yr, 
^js!f)su (Susjrrrsiilsb LD&l&mu <®fr<^l^^^)6U 
(Lpi^^^sssirr (ourr6Vrr^^lsiHl(^ijD. 
(y)6YV<£urr srsyrp srsifr &,r&,&,frsijl6$r Quiu&nrru 
(ourr&rrrD 3iiq-6$TLDir6vr 6umT&,6V)&,gi6ir)6rr rgrrsarr 
d$0Lbud5d$(0Lf)LJ 6T(Lg^l Uffi^K SsffiW. 



6T 6tiT ^JLDLDT cSlsMTL^fTcS 6T 6&T UJrT (8} d£ — 2_60<9£I<j3T ^<35 l51 tr<^\^^\(o] UjDT) (adS 6&) ' dfl [TIT U lSI 
<3561D6V(6T)rfl6irT (ol U ILI [fTO) ^ J6J>LpU U TIT<3S6rr . drLDTIT 800 61i0l_f&J<S6YT (LpOTTLj ^9|6U0L£) 

6U<£l3jprir. ^j6UfT ^T(Lg^]6U6J>^ d)lttT(LpLD uujlrb'fl (oltflLldjUbJ-ColLI ^]0/5^fTfT- ^9j6UfT, CT(Lgc£0Jcic35^D61fr 

2_06UfT<i0Lb U0J 6UlilcS6T>6Tr c 356ik(hl lSIulSs^IT. . 

^J6Uir 5^0 G>LD6ff)d5. ^9|d5d56ffXjffT ^|Lp<*fT6^r 

6T(Lg<S0J«S<SCT)6rr 2_06UfT(S<S 

(Lpi^-fB^6U[rrr^DJSujrrd) ^j6uir^T69r (aTWgni<s?Di_uj 

!T &>dfluj surfCofTfr <nwu6ff)d5 njrrttr iurrfh_(LpLb 

Q& rr6i) 60161^61)63) 60. 

My mother jokes and calls me 
Yakut — after the most famous 
calligrapher in the world. He lived in ( 

Baghdad, too, eight hundred years 
ago. He practiced writing every day. 

He invented new ways of making 
letters. He was a genius. I don't 
tell anyone, hut lie is my secret 
hero because he could create 
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such beauty. 
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There is a story they tell of Yakut. 
One fearful day in the year 1258, 
Mongols attacked Baghdad. As they 
burned the city and killed hundreds of 
thousands of people, Yakut fled to a 
high tower. 
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There, Yakut created 
beauty. He shut out 
the horror and wrote 
glistening letters of 
rhythm and grace. 
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One frightening night in the year 2003, as 
bombs and missiles fell on my city, and death 
and destruction once again filled the streets, I 
like Yakut, wrote. 

I wrote all night and the many nights of 
bombing that followed. I filled my room with 
pages of calligraphy. I filled my mind with 
peace. 
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Now the night bombing has 
stopped, and one war has become 
another. 

So, I keep writing — the easy 
words, the hard-to-write ones. 
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how stubbornly it resists me when I make the 
difficult waves anti slanted stall of SALAM — peace . . 
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how much I have to practice until 
this word flows freely from my pen. 
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AUTHOR S NOTE 

Calligraphy, or the art of drawing letters, is an important 
part of Islamic culture. Muslims use calligraphy to make 
their holy hook, the Qur'an (core-awn), look as beautiful 
as possible. They also use it to decorate their mosques 
and other holy places I’art ol what makes Arabic 
calligraphy so beautiful is the fact that many of the 
letters are joined together In this way, the words seem 
to glide across the page in a magical rhythm. The dots 
and the tall "masts" also add to this rhythm, so that a 
page of Arabic writing looks like a page of music 
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The calligrapher mentioned in the story was Yakut 
(Yaqut) al Musta'simi He was horn around 1221 in either 
Ethiopia or modern-day Turkey and died in Baghdad in 
1 2‘>8 ( )thcr than these few facts and the story that he 
lied to a high tower to write during the destruction ol 
Baghdad, little is known about the life of the man who 
was one of the greatest calligraphers of the Arabic 


language. People have so treasured his writing that a few 
samples of his calligraphy still survive. His signature 
appears below. 
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